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Disabled Facilities Grant

 The Disabled Facilities Grant is a capital grant paid to local authorities in 
England that can contribute towards meeting the cost of adapting a 
disabled person’s property.

 Since 2012-13, the Government has invested more than £2.1 billion into 
the Grant, providing around 280,000 adaptations by the end of 2018-19.

 In the 2015 Spending Review, the grant received year-on-year increases 
and will more than double from £220 million in 2015-16 to £505 million by 
2019-20.

 Recently announced in the Budget 2018 there will be an additional £55 
million paid for 2018-19.

 This Grant has been subject to an independent review, We are currently 
considering the review’s findings and we hope to publish it in the near 
future.



NPPF

 Strengthened policy approach to planning for housing 
needs of different groups of people including older 
people and people with disabilities 

 Revised definition of older people 

 Introduced expectation that planning policies for housing 
will make use of Optional Technical Standards for 
accessible and adaptable housing 



Ageing Grand Challenge

 Government will launch a national design competition as part of the Industrial 
Strategy grand challenges.

 Competition will seek to reward new ideas that lead to innovation in design 
and delivery of higher quality, more energy efficient, age friendly housing 
including multi-generational housing solutions.

 BEIS-led and supported by DHSC and MHCLG.

 Full details of the competition 
will be announced in Spring 2019.



Local Authority Borrowing

 Earlier this summer the Secretary of State invited LAs to bid for additional 
borrowing over 3 years (2019/20 – 2021/22) to build more council homes. 

 The £1bn programme was open to authorities that were in an area of high 
affordability pressure.

 This programme was heavily oversubscribed, which led to the Prime 
Minister’s announcement at that borrowing caps would be abolished.

 Since then, the statutory processes have been completed and the caps  
abolished. 

 This will enable local authorities to borrow for house building and we 
expect them to increase house building to around 10,000 units per year. 



Adult Social Care Green Paper

 In the March 2017 Budget, the Government said that it would publish a Green 
Paper on social care.  

 The Government will be publishing a Green Paper soon bringing forward proposals 
to improve the social care system, and the role of housing will be a crucial part of 
considerations.

 We know that a high-quality, safe, and suitable home can help people stay 
independent and healthy for longer, and reduce health and social care costs. 

 In developing the Green Paper proposals we will be considering both existing stock 
and new builds, as well as the various kinds of housing options that are - and should 
be made – available, to ensure people are able to live in a ‘suitable’ home.



Supported Housing

 We are looking into quality and value for money across the whole supported housing sector. 

 We will introduce oversight arrangements to ensure that vulnerable residents claiming Housing 
Benefit get the service and quality they deserve and that public money is being utilised 
effectively.

 We are currently engaging with a range of stakeholders, including local government, on the best 
way to deliver oversight. 

 We are undertaking a review of housing related support to better understand how housing and 
support work together.

 This will provide us with information on spending on support and an evidence-base that will inform 
development of government policy in this area. 



Social Housing Green Paper 
update

 The Social Housing Green Paper was published 14 August 2018.

 The Green Paper sets out “a new deal for social housing” to ensure that homes are 
safe and decent, that residents are treated with dignity and respect and that we 
have the social housing we need for the future.

 The public consultation on the proposals in the Green Paper closed on Tuesday 6 
November. 

 The Social Housing Division is now divided to deal with issues relating to “social 
housing resident experience and safety” and “social housing strategy and housing 
management” while reviewing the responses to the Green Paper consultation. 
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