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Dedicated to improving the outcomes of 3-18 year-olds, particularly those facing disadvantage.
Supporting teachers, school leaders and policy-makers to use evidence to inform decision-making.
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The achievement gap for social background in England
• In 2019 only 36% FSM, and 51% Ever-FSM
pupils achieved Grade 4+ at Maths and
English GCSE
• 30% Ever-FSM pupils did not achieve Grade 3
at GCSE maths and English, compared to 11%
of all other pupils
• FSM pupils also significantly less likely to pass
at GCSE re-sits
• Most apprenticeships require a grade 4+ for
Maths and English
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Inequality during lockdown in England
• Children from
better-off families
are spending 30%
more time on home
learning than are
those from poorer
(IFS, 2020)
families.

• 15% of teachers in the most
deprived schools report that more
than a third of their students
learning from home would not have
adequate access to an electronic
device for learning, compared to
only 2% in the most affluent state
(Sutton Trust, 2020)
schools.
• 12% of those in the most deprived
schools also felt that more than a
third of their students would not
have adequate internet access.

(Sutton Trust, 2020)

@EducEndowFoundn

Teachers believe the
following proportions of
pupils to be less engaged
than their classmates:
• those with limited
IT/space to study at
home (81 %)
• vulnerable pupils (62%)
• SEND pupils (58%)
• pupils eligible for Pupil
Premium funding (52%)
• young carers (48%)

(NFER, 2020)

The impact of Covid-19 on the attainment gap
Source: EEF (2020). Impact of school closures on
the attainment gap, Rapid Evidence Assessment.

• It is estimated that the socioeconomic attainment gap
will grow by between 11% and
75% as a result of school
closures in 2020.
• This will more than reverse
the progress on narrowing the
gap seen over the last decade.
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A tiered approach for school planning
•

It is highly likely that the gap will have widened when pupils
return to school, even if the strongest possible mitigatory
steps are put in place. Compensating for the negative impact
of school closures will require a sustained response.

•

Our school planning guide highlights evidence based
strategies and case studies from schools in England

•

The guide focuses on the importance of planning and
implementation

•

aged pupils.
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A tiered model for school planning
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Quality teaching: supporting remote learning
1. Teaching quality is more important than how lessons
are delivered
2. Ensuring access to technology is key, particularly for
disadvantaged pupils
3. Peer interactions can provide motivation and improve
learning outcomes
4. Supporting pupils to work independently can improve
learning outcomes
5. Different approaches to remote learning suit different
types of content and pupils
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Targeted support:
National Tutoring Programme
• Evidence suggests that small group and one to one tuition are effective interventions at catching
lower-attaining pupils up with their peers.
• With government funding, the National Tutoring Programme (NTP) was set up by the EEF and
other sector-leads to provide support for schools through access to high-quality tuition.
• The National Tutoring Programme consists of two pillars:

NTP Tuition Partners (EEF)

NTP Academic Mentors (Teach First)

• An approved list of providers offering tuition to
schools, aimed at disadvantaged pupils.

• Tuition delivered in schools by graduates
employed full-time.

• Quality and evidence standards to ensure the
tuition market is no longer a “Wild West”.

• An intensive model, providing a high level of
support in the most disadvantaged areas.
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Targeted support: Nuffield Early Language Intervention
• Nuffield Early Language
Intervention is an intervention
that supports children that are
falling behind on early language
measures
• The EEF has conducted two
randomised controlled trials
and found promising results in
ideal conditions and at scale
• The DfE is now supporting
capacity building to bring NELI
to schools nationally
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The role of the Research Schools Network

The Research Schools Network serves as a bridge
from the evidence into practice.

Partnership example – Local Authority
West Sussex Pupil Premium Partnership
Partners: West Sussex County Council, Durrington Research School

"The research-based
approaches in the ‘Curriculum,
Teaching & Assessment’
programme were superb and
provided some excellent
additional reading."

feedback from a participant
Aims:
▪ Align key messages in training and support
▪ Increased collaboration to drive school improvement
▪ Close the attainment gap between disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged pupils in target schools
Activity:
▪ Training for governors and Local Authority staff based on shared principles taken from EEF guidance
▪ Making the Difference for Disadvantaged Students Core Programme delivered to all schools
▪ Access to specialist CPD programmes (based on need) e.g. Metacognition, Curriculum, Literacy
▪ Wraparound support including school visits, coaching, facilitating peer to peer learning etc.

Conclusions
• Huge challenges caused by COVID-19, with likely lasting impacts on learning and
a growth in the educational attainment gap for social background
• Ongoing logistical challenges in delivering effective teaching and learning while
also balancing health needs
• Ongoing social and emotional challenges, for pupils and staff
• But opportunities too, including legacies for new ways of delivering teaching and
learning, flexible working, and challenging the socio-economic attainment gap.
• Our challenge is to ensure that these developments are supported by the best
research evidence.
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